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Iivestock Trknds

ILivestosk raising has changed markedly since 1920, The everall value of
herds and flocks has increased, The number of beef cattle has trended dowrward
and thers were fewer but more productive milk cowe in Mason County in 1956 thm

in 1939, There have been distinet downward trends since 1939 in the mumber of
horses, mules, hogs and shesp raised on farms, Poultry raising has been de~
cveasing as a farm operation, The number of layers kept has also decreased
gince the peak years in 1940-4i5. Iivestock farming has gone up and down with
changes in employment conditions off the farms and in sales opportunities re-
sulting from new arsas of competition in the Puget Sound market area. Increased
cost of feeding is a major reason for reductions in herds and flooks,. ‘

. Cattles Delry and Boef Farming

Dairy and beef cattle combined totaled a new high of 6,000 head 4in 1956,
They are keph; on 415 farms or over 80 percent ¢f all the farm places in the
county, Since 195k the beef breede have out~mumbered dairy ocattle, Mavy farms
have dualepurpose cattle or both milk and beef breeds,

Tebis 20, Cattle on Farms
Mason County, 1939-1956

A1l Cattle | Boef Cattle 1/ | Dalry Catile
Yeor | (nead) (head) (head)
1939 h,000 700 3,300
who| 4,100 800 34300
1901, k,000 lioo 34600
1oh2 Ly 300 300 4,000
19 L, 500 Loo 1,100
19 14,600 300 k,300
1945 4,600 600 44,000
19k6 3,900 500 3,100
1947 3,999 800 3,100
1948 | §,000 15300 2,700
1949 4,100 1,600 2,500
1950 hi,300 1,600 2,500
1951 k, 000 1,500 2,500
1952 3,900 1,400 2,500
1953 55000 2,100 2,900
1954 S, 700 3,300 2,400
1955 54900 | 3,500 : 2,400
1956 6,000 ! 3,600 ; 2,100

*y Beef cattle includes some calves for vealers
and dairy type steers,

Source: U.S,D,A,, AMS, Agric, Estimates Divn,
State of Washington

Several conditions have caused & change over from dairy to besf livestock
raising since 1939, During World War II and after 1950 off~farm employment
was good, lsading many small scale, part-time farmers ‘o abandon dairying and
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product industry making up 19 percent of the total,

Table 22,~ Chickens, Egg Production, Turkeys

Year | Obickens | Tgg Production -wkﬁggg__
_YO8Y MTbirde) | (dozens) {

1939 2L,607| 226,894 1,191
9hls | 29,296 | 203,333 3,31
1949 | 16,957 88,734 %/ 316
195k | 15,212 | 300,880 I/ Lo8

1/ Eges sold by farmers; does nobt include eggs
consumed on farms,

Source: U.S, Census, Agrieulturs

Turkeys raised for mavket in the 1950%e are fewer than in }939. About
300-500 turkeys are raised each year in asmail flocks on about 15 farms, In
1954, six farms specialized in breeding and hatchery production of turkeys.
Heavy breeds of turkeys are the main types ralsed, Between 1950 and 1955 there
was an increased interest in raising ducks, Farms keeping ducks increased fram
22 1o 33 and the number raised went up from 200 to 330, There are no large
cormmercial duck farms in the area,

Total Value of Poultry and Poultty Products Sold
in 1954 - $76,850
sf-' \::;‘ \~" .

Figure 13.~ Divisions 61‘_1*4356!: County Poultry. Industry
By Produets Sold im 195k
(Bgﬂed on U,S, Census, Agr :i.cu_lt\n'e)_'
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a few conmercial rabbitries selling in the commercia Yot ¢

been on an increase particularly in chinchilla, with nine farms, mostly in the
Shelton area, reported in 1957, Commerecial and part«time farms which sell
small animals and their produsts mumber about 16 and their total gross sales
amounted to nearly $12,000 per year when last emmersted in 1949,

Bees and Honsy

The last agricultural Census of beekeeping in Washington in 1950 ghowed
Mason County to be a small producer of honey, ranking thirty.fourth in the
gtate in production of honsy, About 20 hives were kept on 10 farms, This ine
dicates thav beekeeping is mainly foi farm.housshold use and for some néighborw
hood salss, Those keeping bees averaged two hives per farm, Beekeeping is not
as caymon a8 it was in the eaviier years of settlement. In the 1920 Census
there were 993 hives enumerated in Mason County, This was 50 times greater
than the number of hives found in the 1950 Census,



